12                     WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE
In my opinion she should labour under no legal disability
not suffered by man. I should treat the daughters and sons
on a footing of perfect equality. As women begin to realize
their strength, as they must in proportion to the education
they receive, they will naturally resent the glaring in-
equalities to which they are subjected.
But to remove legal inequalities will be a mere pallia-
tive. The root of the evil lies much deeper than most people
realize. It lies in man's greed of power and fame, and deeper
still in mutual lust. Man has always desired power. Owner-
ship of property gives this power. Man hankers also after
posthumous fame based on power. This cannot be had, if
property is progressively cut up in pieces, as it must be if
all the posterity become equal co-sharers. Hence the des-
cent of property for the most part on the eldest male issue.
Most women are married. And they are co-sharers, in spite
of the law being against them, in their husband's power
and privileges. They delight in being ladies this and what
not simply for the fact of being the wives of particular lords.
Though, therefore, they may vote for radical reform in
academic discussions over inequalities, when it comes to
acting up to their vote they will be found to be unwilling
to part with the privileges.
Whilst, therefore, I would always advocate the repeal
of all legal disqualifications, I should have the enlightened
women of India to deal with the root cause. Woman
is the embodiment of sacrifice and suffering, and her advent
to public life should, therefore, result in purifying it,
in restraining unbridled ambition and accumulation of
property. Let them know that millions of men have no
property to transmit to posterity. Let us learn from them
that it is better for the few to have no ancestral property
at all. The real property that a parent can transmit to ail
equally is his or her character and educational facilities.
Parents should seek to make their sons and daughters
self-reliant, well able to earn an honest livelihood by the
sweat of the brow. The upbringing of minor children will